
  
 

 

 

  
 

April is Children & Youth Month. It is also known as Month of the Military Child (#MOMC). With 

its inception by the US Department of Defense in the mid-1980s, military support organizations 

and agencies have used the month to recognize military kids for their sacrifice and bravery on 

the home front. The American Legion Family is no exception and now is a great time to start 

planning. 

 

 
 

As a part of the entire month of April’s celebration of the Month of the Military Child, there is 

also a day put aside to add an extra emphasis - Purple Up! For Military Kids is a day for 

communities to wear purple to show support and thank military children for their strength and 

sacrifices. April 3rd is the date the ALA is recognizing for Purple Up! this year, but that surely 

doesn’t mean that any day during the month or throughout the year isn’t a wonderful time to 

recognize our children. Wearing purple is a visible way to show support, but how many other 

ways can we recognize the Military Children?   

 

1. Ask other organizations or community business to wear purple. 

2. Asking teachers to have some kind of a military theme in the classroom in recognition of 

the military children. 

3. Schools can help by also wearing purple possibly advertising in their school paper or 

assembly or sports. 

4. Hospital and clinic employees, including doctors and nurses, can be contacted to 
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support Purple Up!  

5. Military institutions and other government entities might have the latitude to celebrate, 

but you need to make them aware of Purple Up!  Make sure to include FRGs. 

6. Of course, don’t forget the entire Legion family!   

7. And finally, don’t forget to promote before, during and after on websites and social 

media.  Share your activities and photos using the hashtag #PurpleUp #MOMC  

 

These are just some of the ideas; there are many more that each of us can do for our military 

children. 

 

“Why purple?” you might ask.  It symbolizes all branches of the military, as it is the combination 

of Army green, Coast Guard blue, Air Force blue, Marine red and Navy blue. This is our 

chance to raise awareness and build support to help our military children who meet the unique 

challenges they face every day.   

 

There are many websites that provide ideas on the Month of the Military Child and Purple Up!, 

including https://militarybenefits.info/month-of-the-military-child/.   

 

Did you know that the dandelion is the flower of the Military child?   

 

The Military Child is Like A Dandelion 

 

It puts down roots almost anywhere. 

It’s almost impossible to destroy. 

It’s an unpretentious plant, yet good looking 

It’s a survivor in a broad range of climates. 

Military children bloom everywhere the wind carries them. 

They are hardy and upright. 

Their roots are strong, cultivated deeply in the culture of the military, planted swiftly and surely. 

They’re ready to fly in the breezes to take them into new adventures, new lands and new 

friends. 

*Author Unknown 

 

Of course, our main resources include the ALA Children & Youth program in the Members 

Only portion of the National website at: https://www.alaforveterans.org/Programs/Children-and-

Youth/,  on the ALA Children & Youth Program Facebook group at 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ALAChildrenandYouth/ or you can contact National 

Headquarters at (317) 569-4500 or children&youth@ALAforVeterans.org.    
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Greetings fellow members, 
 
This month’s Legislative Bulletin was written by our Central Division Legislative Chair, Susan Masten.  
She is from the state of Ohio and I am happy to share her message with all of you.  She writes:  
 
 As I sit down to write this there is a scattering of snowflakes on the ground from a very brief snow 
this morning in Southern Ohio. But it’s really cold. Even my puppies have their sweaters on in the 
house. Snow storms are raging across the country and many are in its path. I pray that everyone has 
taken precautions and stay safe and warm. 
 
Our legislative guidance right now has us anxiously awaiting the updated American Legion Legislative 
Agenda that will be coming out in days, if it hasn’t already by the time you read this. 
 
This bulletin will list resources to help you hit the ground running. Some you may be familiar with, 
some you may have forgotten about. 
 
https://www.legion.org/legislative    The American Legion - Legislative 
 
Access the Legislative Agenda here. There is also access to the Point Papers. You’ll want to get this 
and read before you make the trip to DC. Other categories include: Legislative Testimony, 
Commander’s Testimony, Legislative Handbook, Legislative Action Center, Find Legislation, 
Congressional Report, and Resources. Also check out the latest news at the bottom. You can 
download the handbooks, papers and guide to your computer. 
 
https://www.alaforveterans.org/Members/Login/ 
 
The American Legion Auxiliary also has a Legislative Advocacy Guide. Sign in on the National 
website, click on Members Only and then Member Resources. Scroll down till you see the pictures of 
brochures. The guide in on the first line on the right. You can download this to your computer. 
 
https://www.carper.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/how-a-bill-becomes-a-law  
 
This site explains how a bill becomes a law.     
 
https://www.house.gov/ 
 
United States House of Representatives. On the right side of the page it shows: Committee Schedule, 
Floor Proceedings, Recent Votes and Bills and Reports. Bills and Reports will show bills this week, 
bills presented to the President, bills – quick search, and bills – recent action. 
 
 
 

 

https://www.legion.org/legislative
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https://www.senate.gov/senators/index.htm 
 
United States Senate. Categories on the front page are: Senators, Committees, Legislation & 
Records, Art & History, and Reference. Under Legislation & Records it shows date and time of next 
session which you can watch there on a Floor Webcast. You can also access the Senate Calendar 
and the Executive Calendar. 
 
You also have access to: Bills, Acts & Laws, Nominations, Treaties, Votes, Floor Proceedings, Rules 
& Procedures, Landmark Legislation, Sessions of Congress and Public Disclosure. 
 
https://www.congress.gov/ 
 
See when they are next in session, look up bills, look up your members, just to name a very few. 
Basically, a good go-to for anything you might want to know. 
 
https://www.govtrack.us/ 
 
On the website it gives the following description…”GovTrack.us began in 2004 as a project to use 
technology to make the U.S. Congress more open and accessible. Today we’re the leading non-
governmental source of legislative information and statistics.” 
Also has a Facebook page – GovTrack.us   
On the right side of the page you can “Find Legislation”. Right below that is a button to “Get Alerts”. 
There are many options. 
 
It took me longer to write this than I thought it would. When I’d click on a website to get information I’d 
start looking up things and reading. These are really interesting websites. I hope you find them useful. 
 
As always, remember to take advantage of the free resources available at www.legion.org/legislative 

and join us on our ALA Legislative Facebook page for daily posts, videos, and our weekly Legislative 

Moments with special guest speakers.  

 

 

For God and Country, 
Donna Dillard 

Southern Division Legislative Chairperson 
105 Pawnee Trail 
Lake Kiowa, TX  76240 

(903) 870-8770 
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